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and their foot would have been rendered unserviceable for the present. But we had no patience.
As soon as our whole army was come to the top of the hill, we were drawn up in order of battle; the king's army made a very fine appearance; and indeed they were a body of gallant men as ever appeared in the field, and as well furnished at all points; the horse exceeding well accoutred, being most of them gentlemen and volunteers; some whole regiments serving without pay. Their horses very good and fit for service as could be desired. The whole army were not above eighteen thousand men, and the enemy not one thousand over or under, though we had been told they were not above twelve thousand; but they had been mmorced with four thousand men from Northampton.
The king was with the general, the Earl of Lindsey, in tho main battle; Prince Rupert commanded the right wing, and the Marquis of Hertford, the Lord Willoughby, and several other very good office^ the left.
The signal of battle being given with two cannon shot, we inarched in order of battalia down the hill, being drawn up in two lines, with bodies of reserve; the enemy advanced to meet us much in the same form, with this difference only, that they had placed their cannon on their right, and the king had placed ours in the centre, before, or rather between two great brigades of foot. Their cannon began with us first, and did some mischief among the dragoons of our left wing ; but our officers perceiving the shot took the men and missed the horses, ordered fill to alight, and every man leading his horse, to advance in the same order; and this saved our men, for most of the enemy's shot flow over their heads. Our cannon made a terrible execution upon their foot for a quarter of an hour, and put them into groat confusion, till the general obliged them to halt, and changed the posture of his front, marching round u small rising ground, by which he avoided the fury of our artillery.
By this time the wings were engaged, the king having given the signal of battle, and ordered the right wing to fall on. Prince Rupert, who, as is said, commanded that wing, fell on with such fury, and pushed the left wing of the parliament army so effectually, that in a moment he iilled all with terror and confusion. Commissary-general llamsoy, a